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Modern sins (1)

e This wave we repeated a set of questions from November 07 exploring how immoral or
unethical certain activities are considered by the general public.

e At the top of the list there was very little change from last year: bullying again came in first
place with 87% of people believing that it is immoral or very immoral (down slightly from
90% in Nov 07). It was again followed by discriminating against people because they are
different (81%), buying goods that have been produced using child workers (74%) and
alienating your child from your estranged partner (74%).

e At the other end of the spectrum, the social practices considered least immoral or unethical
are once again living together before marriage (14%) and having sex before marriage
(13%).
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Perceptions of different social issues (1 of 2)

“Please state how immoral or unethical you feel each of the following are?”

|l Not at all immoral/ unethical B Not immoral/ unethical O Not sure O Immoral/ unethical E Very immoral/ unethical |

Bullying 3944 [ 149% 73% |
Discriminating against people because they are different —4°/l/o | 22% | 59% |
Buying goods that have been produced using child workers —4°/I/0 | 29% | 46% |
Alienating your child from your estranged partner -29440 | 26% | 48% |
Buying goods that exploit the people who make them —40/.0 | 34% | 37% |
Taking illegal drugs -7jele%k [ 226]  43% |
Experimenting on animals -Gl | 23% | 38% |
Intentionally going missing to escape personal difficulties —40/.) | 26% | 32% |
Breaking the speed limit —7- | 33% | 21% |
Buying goods that ca#]sa?]du;(l:?;gr]s c6)3][1\'[/ri]r:r:1]mental impact in the _5' | 359 |14%|
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Perceptions of different social issues (2 of 2)

“Please state how immoral or unethical you feel each of the following are?”

|l Not at all immoral/ unethical B Not immoral/ unethical O Not sure O Immoral/ unethical E Very immoral/ unethical

Never giving to charity 27% 16%

Buying goods that can't be

[0)
recycled 26% |0%

Buying the cheapest goods no

9 9
matter how they are produced 21% |0

Aborting a fetus because the baby

0,
will have a disability 1399 15%

Paying people with cash to save

Driving when it is possible to take _

VAT 17% |8%
public transport 15% (46
Living together before marriage 89%|6%
Sex before marriage 70,0%4
—1OIO% -80% -60% -40% -20% 0% 20I% 40I% 60I% 80I% 1O(I)%
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Modern sins (2)

e Although there were no major changes in how the public perceive each of the activities
listed, perhaps reflecting the gradual nature of opinion formation in this area, there remain
some statistically significant changes to the proportion of the public considering specific
activities very immoral or immoral.

e There were increases this wave in the proportion of the public considering ‘intentionally
going missing to avoid financial difficulties’ as unethical/immoral, up from 54% to 58%, and
those who considered breaking the speed limit unethical increased from 47% to 54%.
‘Never giving to charity’ also increased, up from 34% to 43%.

e Focusing on environmental issues, there was a 4 percentage point increase in the number of
respondents who consider ‘buying goods that caused a large environmental impact in the
manufacture of them’ (from 45% to 49%), and ‘buying goods that can’t be recycled’ also
increased slightly, with 32% of the public considering this immoral or unethical (29% Nov
07), as did ‘buying goods that have been air-freighted into the country’ (up from 16% to
19%).
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Perceptions of different social issues (1 of 2)

“Please state how immoral or unethical you feel each of the following are?”

Bullying

87%
90%

Discriminating against people because they are different

81%
81%

Buying goods that have been produced using child workers —73?05;/0

Alienating your child from your estranged partner

74%
74%

Buying goods that exploit the people who make them

71%
70%

Taking illegal drugs

65%
66%

Experimenting on animals

61% E Nov 08
60% O Nov 07

Intentionally going missing to escape personal difficulties

58%
54%

Breaking the speed limit

54%
47%

Buying goods that caused a large environmental impact in the
manufacture of them

49%
45%

0%

Base: 1,000 adults 16+, Britain.

Source: Charity Awareness Monitor, Nov 08, nfpSynergy
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Perceptions of different social issues (2 of 2)

“Please state how immoral or unethical you feel each of the following are?”

Never giving to charity 34% 43%
Buying goods that can't be 32%
recycled 29%
Buying the cheapest goods no |GG 3076
matter how they are produced
Aborting a fetus because the baby — 28%
will have a disability 27%
Paying people with cash to save 250
VAT 24%
Buying goods that have been air- 19%
freighted to this country 16% B Nov 08
. O Nov 07
Driving when it is possible to take | NG 10%
public transport
[0)
Living together before marriage 52%2/0
. 13%
Sex before marriage :12%
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